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SUBJECT: DISMISSAL OF GENERAL SOLON ESPINOSA FROM ECUADOREAN ARMY 

1 . MINISTRY OF DEFENSE TODAY, DEC. 28, CONFIRMED THAT BRIG. 

GEN. SOLON ESPINOSA, COMMANDANT OF THE ARMY WAR ACADEMY, HAS 
BEEN FORCIBLY RETIRED (DADA BE BAJA) FROM THE ECUADOREAN ARMY. 

2. ESPINOSA S DISMISSAL FOLLOWS CLOSELY UPON ARMY COMMANDANT 
GENERAL DURAN'S ATTEMPT TO REMOVE ESPINOSA FROM HIS WAR 
ACADEMY POSITION AND NAME HIM TO A LESS-DESIRABLE CABINET 
MINISTRY. REPORTS INDICATE THAT ESPINOSA IN RESPONSE UNSUC- 
CESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO GARNER SUPPORT TO REPLACE DURAN AND 
PERHAPS TO BECOME CHIEF OF STATE. ESPINOSA’S FORCED RETIRE- 
MENT FROM THE ARMY IS CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE THAT HIS ATTEMPT 
FAILED AND LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION THAT GENERAL DURAN HAS 
SURVIVED THIS SCUFFLE WITH RELATIVELY INCREASED STRENGTH WITH- 
IN THE ARMY. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT ESPINOSA WAS NOT MERELY 
REMOVED FROM HIS POSITION AND PLACED IN "DISPONIBILIDAD," 

A SITUATION WHICH WOULD HAVE ALLOWED HIM TO REMAIN IN 
THE ARMY FOR SIX MONTHS WITHOUT A SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENT AND 
WHICH WOULD HAVE ALLOWED HIM TO CONTINUE POLITICKING WITHIN 
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THE ARMY. 
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